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Directions: Please read and annotate the text below. Then, answer the questions that follow. 
Source: Cracking the AP World History Exam.
The Tang Dynasty ruled China beginning in 618 CE. Under emperor Xuanzong, the Tang expanded Chinese territory into parts of Manchuria, Mongolia, Tibet, and Korea (see map below). From the seventh to the thirteenth centuries, the Tang and then later the Song Dynasties in China were accomplished in virtually every category of human endeavor- art, architecture, science, philosophy, porcelain-making, silk-weaving, construction of transportation systems, and more. 
At the height of both the Tang and Song Dynasties, China was relatively stable. One of the many reasons for the stability was the bureaucratic system that was based on merit through the use of the civil service examinations first developed by the Han. Because of the power of the dynasties were based on trade and expansion, each developed an urban base to pursue their economic and political strategies. 
Under the Tang Dynasty, by 907, the empire had become so large that local warlords gained more and more power, and the Tang Dynasty collapsed. After a brief era of chaos, the Song took power, creating their new dynasty in 980 CE.
**1. What dynasty first created the civil service system? 


**2. What were some of the accomplishments of the Tang and Song? 















	
Lecture CFU
Directions: Using your Lecture Notes, please answer the questions below.
**1. How did the Tang and Song build on the success of past dynasties?





**2.  Why were the Tang and Song dynasties seen as the “Golden Age” of Chinese culture?















Exit Ticket
Directions: Answer parts A and B.
A. List and describe one way that the Tang and Song built on the success of previous dynasties.
B. List and describe two innovations that are unique to the Tang and Song.
C. Should the rule of the Tang and Song dynasties be considered the “Chinese Golden Age”? Explain.
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Tang Taizong Much of the Tang’s success was due to
the energy, ability, and policies of the dynasty’s second em-
peror, Tang Taizong (reigned 627-649 C.£). Taizong was
both ambitious and ruthless: in making his way to the im-
perial throne, he murdered two of his brothers and pushed
his father aside. Once on the throne, however, he displayed
2 high sense of duty and strove conscientiously to provide
an effective, stable government. He built a splendid capi-
tal at Changan, and he saw himself as a Confucian ruler
who heeded the interests of his subjects. Contemporaries
reported that banditry ended during his reign, that the
price of rice remained low, and that taxes levied on peas-
ants amounted to only one-fortieth of the annual harvest—a
25 percent tax rate—although required rent payments and
compulsory labor services meant that the effective rate of
taxation was somewhat higher. These reports suggest that
China enjoyed an era of unusual stability and prosperity
during the reign of Tang Taizong.
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The Grand Canal The most elaborate project under-
taken during the Sui dynasty was the construction of the
Grand Canal, which was one of the world’s largest water-
works projects before modern times. The second emperor,
Sui Yangdi (reigned 604618 c.£), completed work on the ca-
nal to facilitate trade between northern and southern China,
particularly to make the abundant supplies of rice and other
food crops from the Yangzi River valley available to residents
of northern regions. The only practical and economical way
to transport food crops in large quantities was by water. But
since Chinese rivers generally flow from west to east, only
an artificial waterway could support a large volume of trade
between north and south.

The Grand Canal was really a series of artificial water-
ways that ultimately reached from Hangzhou in the south to
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The Tang Dynasty

Soon after Sui Yangdi's death, a rebel leader seized Chang'an
and proclaimed himself emperor of a new dynasty that he
named Tang after his hereditary title. The dynasty survived
for almost three hundred years (618-907 c..), and Tang rul-
ers organized China into a powerful, productive, and pros-
perous society.
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song Tazu The first Song emperor, Song laizu (reigned
060-976 c.x), inaugurated this policy. Song Taizu began
his career as a junior military officer serving one of the
most powerful warlords in northern China. He had a repu-
qation for honesty and cffectiveness, and in 960 his troops
proclaimed him emperor. During the next several years, he
and his army subjected the warlords to their authority and
consolidated Song control throughout China. He then per-
suaded his generals to retire honorably o  life of leisure so
that they would not seek to displace him, and he set about
organizing a centralized administration that placed military
forces under tight supervision.

Song Taizu regarded all state officials, even minor func-
ionaries in distant provinces, as servants of the imperial gov-
ernment. In exchange for their loyalty, Song rulers rewarded
these officials handsomely. They vastly expanded the bureau-
cracy based on merit by creating more opportunities for indi-
viduals to seek a Confucian education and take civil service
examinations. They accepted many more candidates into the
bureaucracy than their Sui and Tang predecessors, and they
provided generous salaries for those who qualified for gov-
emment appointments. They even placed civil bureaucrats in
charge of military forces.

Song Weakne: The Song approach to administra-
tion resulted in a more centralized imperial government
than earlier Chinese dynasties had enjoyed. But it caused
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The Song Dynasty

Following the Tang collapse, warlords ruled China until the
Song dynasty reimposed centralized imperial rule in the late
tenth century. Though it survived for more than three cen-
turies, the Song dynasty (960-1279 c.£) never built a very
powerful state. Song rulers mistrusted military leaders, and
they placed much more emphasis on civil administration,
industry, education, and the arts than on military affairs.
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Tang Decline Under able rulers such as Taizong, the
Tang dynasty flourished. During the mid-cighth century,
however, casual and careless leadership brought the dy-
nasty to a crisis from which it never fully recovered. In
755, while the emperor neglected public affairs in favor
of music and his favorite concubine, one of the dynasty’s
foremost military commanders, An Lushan, mounted a re-
bellion and captured the capital at Chang'an, as well as the
secondary capital at Luoyang. His revolt was short-lived: in
757 a soldier murdered An Lushan, and by 763 Tang forces
had suppressed his army and recovered their capitals. But
the rebellion left the dynasty in a gravely weakened state.
Tang commanders were unable to defeat rebellious forces
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Bureaucracy of Merit The Tang dynasty also relied
heavily on a bureaucracy based on merit, as reflected by
performance on imperial civil service examinations. Follow-
ing the example of the Han dynasty, Sui and Tang rulers
recruited government officials from the ranks of candidates
who had progressed through the Confucian educational
system and had mastered a sophisticated curriculum con-
centrating on the classic works of Chinese literature and
philosophy. During the early Tang dynasty, most officehold-
ers were aristocrats. By the late Tang era, however, when
educational opportunities were widely available, officehold-
ers came largely from the ranks of common families. The
Confucian educational system and the related civil service
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court of the Middle Kingdom and would perform the kow-
tow—a ritual prostration in which subordinates knelt before
the emperor and touched their foreheads to the ground. In
return, tributary states received confirmation of their au-
thority as well as lavish gifts. Because Chinese authorities
often had little real influence in these supposedly subordi-
nate lands, there was always something of a fictional qual-
ity to the system. Nevertheless, it was extremely important
throughout cast Asia and central Asia because it institution-
alized relations between China and neighboring lands, fos-
tering trade and cultural exchanges as well as diplomatic
contacts.
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served Chinese governments so well that, with modifica-
{ions and an occasional interruption, they survived for thir-
teen centuries, disappearing only after the collapse of the

Qing dynasty in the carly twentieth century.

Military Expansion soon after its foundation, the pow-
esful and dynamic Tang state began to flex its milita

dles. In the north, Tang forces brought Manchuria under
imperial authority and forced the Silla kingdom in Korca to
acknowledge the Tang emperor as overlord. To the south,
g armies conquered the northern part of Viewam. To
the west they extended Tang authority as far as the Aral Sea
and brought a portion of the high plateau of Tibet under
Tang control. Territorially, the Tang empire ranks among
the largest in Chinese history.

¢ mus-

Tang Foreign Relations In an effort to fashion a sta-
ble diplomatic order, the Tang emperors revived the Han
dynasty’s practice of maintaining tributary relationships be-
tween China and neighboring lands. According to Chinese
political theory, China was the Middle Kingdom, a powerful
realm with the responsibility to bring order to subordinate
lands through a system of tributary relationships. Neighbor-
ing lands and peoples would recognize Chinese emperors
as their overlords. As tokens of their subordinate status, en-
s from those states would regularly deliver gifts to the
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Printing The precise origins of printing lie obscured in
the mists of time. Although some form of printing may
have predated the Sui dynasty, only during the Tang era did
printing become common. The earliest printers employed
block-printing techniques: they carved a reverse image of
an entire page into a wooden block, inked the block, and
then pressed a sheet of paper on top. By the mid-eleventh
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scholars deep in conversa- ries later to 60 million,
o all in view By 1127, when the Jur.
chen  conquered the
northern half of the
Song state, the Chinese
population had passed
100 million, and by 1200 it stood at about 115 million. This
rapid population growth reflected both the productivity of
the agricultural economy and the well-organized distribu-
tion of food through transportation networks built during
Sui and Tang times.
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increased agricultural productivity when they imposed their
control over southern China and ventured into Victnam. 1
Vietnam they encountered strains of fast-ripening rice that en.
abled cultivators o harvest two crops per year. When intro.
duced to the fertile fields of southern China, fast-ripening rice
quickly resulted in an expanded supply of food. Like the day
al-Islam, Tang and Song China benefited enormously from
the introduction of new food crops.

New Agriculturai Techniques Chinese cultivators
also increased their productivity by adopting improved agri.
cultural techniques. They made increased use of heavy iron
plows, and they harnessed oxen (in the north) and water buf.
faloes (in the south) to help prepare land for cultivation. They
entiched the soil with manure and composted organic mat.
ter. They also organized extensive irrigation systems. These
included not only reservoirs, dikes, dams, and canals but
also pumps and waterwheels, powered by both animals and
humans, that moved water into irrigation systems. Artificial
irrigation made it possible to extend cultivation to difficult
errain, including terraced mountainsides—a development
hat vastly expanded Chinas agricultural potential

Population Growth Increased agricultural production
had dramatic results. One was a rapid expansion of the Chi-
iese population. After the fall of the Han dynasty, the pop-
ilation of China reached a low point, about 45 million in
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Agricultural Development

Fast-Ripening Rice The foundation of cconomic de-
velopment in Tang and Song China was a surge in agricul-
tural production. Sui and Tang armies preparcd the way for
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the Southern Song. This truncated Southern Song shared a
border with the Jin empire about midway between the Yel-
low and the Yangzi River until 1279, when Mongol
forces ended the dynasty and incorporated southern China
nto their empire.

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMED
£F TANG AND SONG CHINA

Although the Song dynasty did not develop a particularly
strong military capacity, it benefited from a remarkable
scries of agricultural, technological, industrial, and com-
mercial developments that transformed China into the eco-
nomic powerhouse of Eurasia. This cconomic development
originated in the Tang dynasty, but its results became most
clear during the Song, which presided over a land of enor-
mous prosperity. The economic surge of Tang and Song
times had implications that went well beyond China, since
it stimulated trade and production throughout much of the
eastern hemisphere for more than half a millennium, from
about 600 to 1300 c.r.
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two big problems that weakened the dynasty and eventually
brought about its fall. The first problem was financial: the
enormous Song bureaucracy devoured China’s surplus pro-
duction. As the number of bureaucrats and the size of their
rewards grew, the imperial treasury came under tremen-
dous pressure. Efforts (o raisc taxes aggravated the peas-
ants, who mounted two major rebellions in the early twelfth
century. By that time, however, bureaucrats dominated the
Song administration to the point that it was impossible to
reform the system.

The second problem was military. Scholar-bureaucrats
generally had little military education and little talent for
military affairs, ye they led Song armies in the field and
‘made military decisions. It was no coincidence that nomadic
peoples flourished along China’s northern border through-
out the Song dynasty. From the early tenth through the early
twelfth century, the Khitan, a seminomadic people from
Manchuria, ruled a vast empire stretching from northern Ko-
rea to Mongolia. During the first half of the Song dynasty,
the Khitan demanded and received large tribute payments of
silk and silver from the Song state to the south. In the early
twelfth century, the nomadic Jurchen conquered the Khitan,
overran northern China, captured the Song capital at Kai-
feng, and proclaimed establishment of the Jin empire, There-
after the Song dynasty moved its capital to the prosperous
port city of Hangzhou and survived only in southern China,
o that the latter part of the dynasty is commonly known as
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the imperial capital of Chang'an in the west to a terminus
near modern Beijing in the north. Sui Yangdi used canals
dug as early as the Zhou dynasty, but he linked them into a
network that served much of China. When completed, the
Grand Canal extended almost 2,000 kilometers (1,240 miles)
and reportedly was forty paces wide, with roads running
parallel to the waterway on either side.
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‘Three policies in particular help to explain the success
of the early Tang dynasty: maintenance of a well-articulated
transportation and communications network, distribution of
land according to the principles of the cqual-field system,
and reliance on a bureaucracy based on merit. All three
policies originated in the Sui dynasty, but Tang rulers ap-
plied them more systematically and effectively than their
predecessors had.

Transportation and Communications Apart from
the Grand Canal, which served as the principal route for
long-distance transportation within China, Tang rulers
maintained an extensive communications network based
on roads, horses, and sometimes human runners. Along the
main routes, Tang officials maintained inns, postal stations,
and stables, which provided rest and refreshment for trav-
elers, couriers, and their mounts. Using couriers traveling
by horse, the Tang court could communicate with the most
distant cities in the empire in about eight days. Even hu-
man runners provided impressively speedy services: relay
eams of some 9,600 runners supplied the Tang court at
Chang'an with seafood delivered fresh from Ningbo, more
han 1,000 kilometers (620 miles) away.
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THE RESTORATION OF CENTRALIZED
IMPERIAL RULE IN CHINA

During the centuries following the Han dynasty, several re-
gional kingdoms made bids to assert their authority over all
of China, but none possessed the resources to dominate its
rivals over the long term. In the late sixth century, however,
Yang Jian, an ambitious ruler in northern China, embarked
on a series of military campaigns that brought all of China
once again under centralized imperial rule. Yang Jian's Sui
dynasty survived less than thirty years, but the tradition of
centralized rule outlived his house. The Tang dynasty re-
placed the Sui, and the Song succeeded the Tang, The Tang
and Song dynasties organized Chinese society so efficiently
that China became a center of exceptional agricultural and
industrial production. Indeed, much of the eastern hemi-
sphere felt the effects of the powerful Chinese economy of
the Tang and Song dynasties.




