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[bookmark: _Hlk30339985][bookmark: _GoBack]**1. What three trade routes were used in the Classical Era? 


**2. What are two effects of long-distance trade? 


**Define cultural diffusion. 


4. What are the key characteristics of Classical Era Empirest? 






























Lecture CFU
Directions: Using your Lecture Notes, please answer the questions below.
**1. List and describe two factors led to the spread of Islam to West Africa. 


**2. What role did Timbuktu play in the spread of Islam to West Africa? 

















Exit Ticket
**1. Answer parts A and B.
Another of their good qualities is their zeal for learning the Koran by heart. They put their children in chains if they show any backwardness in memorizing it, and they are not set free until they have it by heart. I visited the Qadi in his house on the day of the festival. His children were chained up, so I said to him, "Will you not let them loose?" He replied, "I shall not do so until they learn the Koran by heart.“ 
- Ibn Battuta’s observations of the city of Timbuktu (14th century)
A. Identify and explain two factors that led to the spread of Islam to Timbuktu.
B. Identify one potential limitation of the document as a source of information about Timbuktu.
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Homework
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Directions: Please read and take CN on the text below. Ensure that you bring your notebook to class tomorrow to be graded!
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Key Terms List #12
Directions: Go to nsaworldhistory.weebly.com and click on “Link to Quizlet” for definitions. OR, go to Quizlet.com, search for NSAHS World History 1 and use Ms. Babbitt’s lists. You must write the full definition in the space below. As a reminder, these are due on Monday, 2/10 to the HW folders. You will have a quiz that day in class!
	Key Term
	Definition

	

**Ghana


	




	

**Mali


	




	

**Timbuktu


	




	

Sundiata


	




	

**Mansa Musa


	




	

**Ibn Batuta


	




	

Songhai


	




	

**Sultanate


	




	

**Oasis


	




	

Great Zimbabwe


	




	

**Swahili
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be useful beasts of burden in an arid region. After about
300 .k, camels increasingly replaced horses and donkeys
2 the preferred transport animals throughout the Sahara as
well as in the deserts of central Asia.

When Arab conquerors introduced Islam into north Af-
rica during the seventh and eighth centuries, they also inte-
grated the region into a rapidly expanding zone of commerce
and communication. Thus it was natural for Muslims in north
Africa to explore the potential of trade across the Sahara. By
the late cighth century, Islamic merchants had trekked across
the desert and established commercial relations with socie-
ies in sub-Saharan west Africa. There they found a series of
long-established trading centers such as Gao, a terminus of
caravan routes across the Sahara that offered access to the Ni-
ger River valley, which was a flourishing market for copper,
ironware, cotton textiles, salt, grains, and carnelian beads.

The Kingdom of Ghana The principal state of west
Africa at the time of the Muslims’ arrival there was the king-
dom of Ghana (ot related to the modern state of Ghana),
situated between the Senegal and Niger rivers in a region
straddling the border between the modern states of Mali and
Mauritania. Ghana emerged as a kingdom at an uncertain
but early date: according to legends preserved by Arab trav-
elers, as many as twenty-two kings ruled in Ghana before
Muhammad and his companions embarked on the bijra.
Ghana probably developed as a state during the fourth or
fifth century c.t. when setiled, agricultural peoples sought
to protect their societies from the raids of camel-
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eral districts administered by subordinate officials. Withi,
the districts, villages ruled by chiefs provided local govery.
ment. Though not the only kingdom in sub-Saharan Afric,
Kongo was perhaps the most tightly centralized of the carly
Bantu kingdoms. In most cases the king or other central aq,
ministrators could appoint or replace local officials at wip,
and the central government maintained a royal currency sys.
tem based on cowries, seashells that came from the Indian
Ocean. The kingdom of Kongo provided effective organiza.
tion from the fourteenth until the mid-seventeenth century,
when Portuguese slave traders undermined the authority of
the kings and the central government.

Kin-based societies did not disappear with the emer.
gence of formal states. On the contrary, they survived into
the nineteenth century in much of sub-Saharan Africa. Yet
regional states and large kingdoms became increasingly
prominent during the centuries after 1000 c.t. as Bantu and
other African peoples responded to population pressures
and military challenges facing their societies.

ISLAMIC KINGDOMS AND EMPIRES

While Bantu peoples organized societies on the basis of Af-
rican traditions, merchants from north Africa and southwest
Asia introduced Islam to sub-Saharan Africa. Islam arrived
by two routes: it went to west Africa overland by trans-
Saharan camel caravans, and it traveled to coastal east Af-
rica over the sea lanes of the Indian Ocean in the vessels
of merchant-mariners. After the eighth century c.x., Islam
profoundly influenced the political, social, and economic
development of sub-Saharan Africa as well as its cultural
and religious development.

Trans-Saharan Trade and Islamic States
in West Africa

‘The Sahara desert has never served as an absolute barrier to
communication between human societies. Small numbers of
nomadic peoples have lived in the desert itself ever since a
process of desiccation created the Sahara beginning about
5000 B.c.5. Those nomads migrated around the desert and
had dealings with other peoples settled on its fringes. Even
in ancient and classical times, merchants occasionally orga-
nized commercial expeditions across the desert, although
the value and volume of trade in the Mediterrancan basin
greatly exceeded that crossing the Sahara.
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The Mali Empire and Trade
Mali benefited from trans-Saharan trade
on an even larger scale than Ghana
did. From the thirteenth until the late
fifteenth century, Mali controlled and
taxed almost all trade passing through
west Africa. Enormous caravans with as
many as twenty-five thousand camels
linked Mali to north Africa. The capital
city of Niani attracted merchants seek-
ing to enter the gold trade, and mar-
ket cities on the caravan routes such
as Timbuktu, Gao, and Jennc became
prosperous centers featuring buildings
of brick and stone. Like the later kings
of Ghana, the ralers of Mali honored
Islam and provided protection, lodging,
and comforts for Muslim merchants
from the north. Although they did not
force Islam on their realm, they encour-
aged its spread on a voluntary basis.

W 15 The significance of
uade and Islam for west Africa be-
came clearest during the reign of Sun-

diata’s grand-nephew Mansa Musa,





image9.png
transported trade goods

across the Sahara, It also

brought them recognition and support from Muslim states in
north Africa. The kings of Ghana made no attempt to impose
Islam forcibly on their society—unlike the neighboring kings
of Takrur, who zealously campaigned for the conversion of
their entire kingdom—nor did they accept Islam exclusively
even for their own purposes. Instead, they continued to ob-
serve traditional religious customs: al-Bakri mentioned, for
example, that native religious specialists practiced magic
and kept idols in the woods surrounding the royal palace at
Koumbi-Saleh. Even in the absence of efforts to impose Islam
on Ghana, however, the faith attracted converts, particularly
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Islam in West Africa By about the tenth century,
the kings of Ghana had converted to Islam. Their conver-
sion led to improved relations with Muslim merchants from
north Africa as well as Muslim nomads from the desert who
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among those engaged in trade with
Juslim merchants from the north.

As the kingdom expanded to the
orth, it became vulnerable to attacks by
nomadic peoples from the Sahara who
<ought 0 seize some of the kingdom's
ealth. During the early thirteenth cen-
(ury, ids from the desert weakened
he kingdom, and it soon collapsed. Sev-
eral successor states took over portions
of Ghana's territory, but political leader-
ship in west Africa fell to the powerful
Mali empire, which emerged just as the
kingdom of Ghana dissolved.
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attendants, subjects, and slaves as well as a hundred cam-
els carrying satchels of gold. Mansa Musa bestowed lavish
gifts on those who hosted him along the way, and during
his three-month visit to Cairo, he distributed so much gold
that the metal’s value declined by as much as 25 percent on
local markets.

Mansa Musa and Islam Mansa Musa drew great in-
spiration from his pilgrimage to Mecca, and upon return to
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Sundiata The lion prince Sundiata
(reigned 1230-1255) built the Mali em-
pire during the first half of the thirtecnth
century after his return from exile. While
away from home, he made astute alli-
ances with local rulers, gained a reputa-
tion for courage in battle, and assembled
a large army dominated by cavalry. By
about 1235 he had consolidated his hold
on the Mali empire, which expanded to
include Ghana as well as other neigh-
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‘who ruled Mali from 1312 to 1337, during the high point of
the empire. Mansa Musa observed Islamic tradition by mak-
ing his pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324-1325. His party formed
a gargantuan caravan that included thousands of soldiers,
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boring kingdoms in the regions surrounding the Sencgal and
Niger rivers. The empire included most of the modern state of
Mali and extended also to lands now known as Mauritania,
Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, and Sierra Leone.
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Mali he took his religion even more seriously than before. He
built mosques, particularly in the trading cities frequented
by Muslim merchants, and he sent promising students to
study with distinguished Islamic scholars in north Africa.
He also established religious schools and brought in Ara-
bian and north African teachers, including four descendants
of Muhammad himself, to make Islam better known in Mali.




image1.png
villages. Meanwhile, within individual villages, family and
Kinship groups disciplined their own members as necessary.

This type of organization lends itself particularly well
to small-scale communities, but kin-based societies often
grew to large proportions. Some networks of villages and
districts organized the public affairs of several hundred
thousand people. By the nineteenth century, for example,
the Tiv people of Nigeria, numbering almost one million,
conducted their affairs in a kin-based society built on a
foundation of family and clan groups.
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Chiefdoms After about 1000 c.k., many kin-based socie-
ties faced difficult challenges. Population growth strained re-
sources, but few lands were available for migrants o settle.
Conflicts between villages and districts became more frequent
and more intense. Increased conflict encouraged Bantu com-
munities to organize military forces for both offensive and
defensive purposes, and military organization in turn encour-
aged the development of more formal structures of govern-
ment. Many districts fell under the leadership of powerful
chiefs, who overrode kinship networks and imposed their own.
authority on their territories. Some of these chiefs conquered
their neighbors and consolidated their lands into small king-
doms. These local kingdoms emerged in several regions of
sub-Saharan Africa after about 1000 .. The kingdoms of Ife
and Benin, for example, arose in the forested regions of west
Africa. Both realms were city-states in which the court and ur-
ban residents controlled the surrounding countryside through
family relationships and political alliances. Both Ife and Benin
also produced magnificent sculptures that put human faces
and figures to the early history of sub-Saharan Africa. Local
kingdoms appeared also in southern Africa and central Africa.

Kingdom of Kongo One of the most active arcas of po-
litical development was the basin of the Congo River (also
known as the Zaire River), a region where brisk economic
development supported the emergence of large as well as
small kingdoms. After about 1000 c.k. population pressures
and military challenges encouraged kin-based societies in
the Congo region to form small states embracing a few vil-
lages each. By 1200 conflict between these small states had
resulted in the organization of larger, regional principalities
that could resist political and military pressures better than
small kingdoms could. One of the more prosperous of the
Congolese states was the kingdom of Kongo, which par-
ticipated actively in trade networks involving copper, raffia
cloth, and nzimbu shells from the Atlantic Ocean. During the
fourteenth century the kingdom of Kongo came to embrace
much of the modern-day Republic of the Congo and Angola.

The central government of Kongo included the king
and officials who oversaw military, judicial, and financial
affairs. Beneath the central government were six provinces
administered by governors, each of whom supervised sev-
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African Political Organization

By 1000 c.k., after more than two millennia of migrations,
the Bantu had approached the limits of their expansion.
Because agricultural peoples already occupied most of the
continent, migrating into new territories and forming new
settlements was much more difficult than in previous centu-
ries. Instead of migrating in search of new lands to cultivate,
then, African peoples developed increasingly complex forms
of government that enabled them to organize their existing
societies more efficiently.

Kin-Based Societies Scholars have sometimes used
the terms stateless society and segmentary society to refer to
one form of social organization widely prevalent in Africa
during and after the Bantu migrations. Although somewhat
misleading, since they seem to imply that Bantu societies
had little or no government, these terms accurately reflect
the fact that early Bantu societies did not depend on an
elaborate hierarchy of officials or a bureaucratic apparatus
to administer their affairs. Instead, Bantu peoples governed
themselves mostly through family and kinship groups.
Bantu peoples usually settled in villages with popula-
tions averaging about one hundred people. Male heads of
families constituted a village's ruling council, which decided
the public affairs for the entire group. The most prominent
of the family heads presided over the village as a chief and
represented the settlement when it dealt with neighboring
peoples. A group of villages constituted a district, which
became the principal focus of ethnic loyalties. Usually, there
was no chief or larger government for the district. Instead,
village chiefs negotiated on matters concerning two or more
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Camels The arrival of the camel quickened the pace of
communication and transportation across the Sahara, Cam-
els came o north Africa from Arabia, by way of Egypt and
the Sudan, about the seventh century B.c.t. During the late
centuries B.c.t., a special camel saddle, which took advan-
tage of the animals’ distinctive physical structure, also made
way to north Africa. Because a caravan took seventy to
ninety days to cross the Sahara and because camels could
travel long distances before needing water, they proved to
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mads who increasingly came out of the Sahara. When Mus-
lims arrived in west Africa, the kingdom of Ghana was a
regional state much like others that were emerging or soon
would appear elsewhere in sub-Saharan Africa.

Gold Trade Astrade and traffic across the desert increased,
Ghana underwent a dramatic transformation. It became the
most important commercial site in west Africa because it was
the center for trade in gold, which was in high demand be-
cause of economic development and surging trade through-
out the eastern hemisphere. Muslim merchants flocked to
camel caravans traveling across the Sahara to Ghana in search
of gold for consumers in the Mediterranean basin and else-
where in the Islamic world. Ghana itself did not produce gold,
but the kings procured nuggets from lands o the south—
probably from the region around the headwaters of the Niger,
Gambia, and Senegal rivers, which enjoyed the world's largest
supply of gold available at the time. By controlling and tax-
ing trade in the precious metal, the kings both enriched and
strengthened their realm. Apart from gold, merchants from
Ghana provided ivory and slaves for traders from north Af-
fica. In exchange, they received horses, cloth, small manu-
factured wares, and sali—a crucial commodity in the tropics,
but one that local sources could not supply in large quantities.





